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Homesteaders Posing Before the
Territorial Express



STAGE COACH IS A’COMING!
by Suzanne Hornbuckle

“Was it a rough ride?” “How many people were inside the coach?” “How
many horses pulled the coach?” “Did you like the ride?”

These are some of the questions asked after I rode in the stage coach from
Grand Mound to Tenino, Washington on September 22, 2007. The answers are
“No, very smooth.”, “Five”, “No horses, but four mules.”, and “Yes, very much”

It took about 2 hours and 15 minutes to make the ten mile journey in the stage
coach and fifteen minutes to travel the same distance in my car. What a differ-
ence! As we traveled by stage coach, I saw details along the way that I had
never noticed before, as well as closely observing the people, horses, dogs, al-
pacas, beef cattle and dairy cows. The most excited group of all was the dairy
herd. Iimagine the dairy farmer didn’t get much milk on the 22", as the milk
cows were amazed and discombobulated to see the stage coach traveling by.
The beef cattle didn’t pay any attention, but the horses and dogs had the time of
their lives running back and forth and announcing the presence of such a strange
sight! Perhaps it was the noise, which was produced by the iron wheels on the
blacktop road. Most of the humans along the route were excited and rushed out
to wave and enjoy a unique sight.

Travel by stage coach in the 21 Century was very comfortable. With only five
passengers, we were not crowded inside. How many passengers on the top?
There were several, and they did get a few raindrops. None of us had the dust to
contend with that passengers in the 1860°s would have had. Also, 2 hours 15
minutes can not compare to 28 hours seated on a hard wooden plank, dust boil-
ing up—or pouring rain and mud splattering everywhere.

I'm probably not ready to trade in my Subaru for a stage coach, but I would take
advantage of the opportunity to ride in that beautiful coach any time!

Editor’s Note:

The September 21-22-23, 2007 ninety mile Territorial Express Stage Coach run
from Monticello (Longview) to Olympia, Washington, was sponsored by the
Tumwater Historical Association and supported by the communities along the
route. In addition to passengers, the stage carried U S Mail and freight. Profits
from the run support the Tumwater Middle School “Homesteader’s” program.




