Thurston County Through the Decades:1850-1875  
Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 14th and plan to join the Tumwater Historical Association (THA) as it continues its series of semi-annual living history gatherings in Thurston County.  The May 14th “Thurston County Through the Decades” program will be held in the Tenino City Park from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Admission to this living history experience is FREE!

THA kicked off the first installation of its “Thurston County Through the Decades” series at its October 2010 “Cider Sunday” event held at the Tumwater Falls Park.  The initial program covered the years 1825 through 1850.  The inspiration for this series comes from THA’s very successful two-year “Territorial Express Stagecoach Run” where the Association worked with many local groups to put on an event that no one group, by itself, could handle.  THA’s goal is to conduct its living history gatherings in Thurston County twice a year, spring and fall, each time portraying a 25-year period in our rich history.

The second series of the “Thurston County Through the Decades” program will focus on the years 1850 through1875.  This day-long event will include a wealth of performances and activities including, but not limited to: 

· Period music by Phil and Vivian Williams and John Salicco
· Living history performer Ray Egan appearing as pioneer Willis Boatman 
· Living history performer Michael Froslie appearing as Dr. William Tolmie of Fort Nisqually
· The Lost Towney Mess military encampment from Fort Steilacoom
· Mountainman/fur trapper display by Steve Geselle
· Pioneer gardening and cooking demonstrations
· Letter writing and early post office hands-on activities
· Interactive rope-making demonstrations
· Hands-on wool carding and other textile displays
· Items for sale at the THA General Store
· And this is just a sample!
The Tenino Museum and Ticknor school house will be open for tours.  Special displays on Tenino-area pioneers will be offered. The South Thurston County Historical Society will also sell an issue of Tenino wooden money designed and printed especially for this event. 

We all know the festivities wouldn’t be complete without food.  So, the THA Pioneers will be conducting a bake sale featuring baked goods that would have been made and ate during the 1850-1875 period.  And, the Tenino Lions Club will serve lunch from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm.  There’s no reason you can’t make a day of this event.  Bring your blanket and enjoy all of the festivities!

Local heritage groups participating in this event include, in addition to the Tumwater Historical Association, the South Thurston County Historical Society, Lacey Historical Society, Bigelow House Museum, Daughters of the Pioneers of Washington, the Olympia Historical Society, THA Homestead Quilters, Washington State Library, and the Thurston County Historic Commission.

Please let us know if you are a part of an organization that might want to participate in a future event.  We’d love to include you as we honor the deep historical roots of this area.
Make your plans now to spend Saturday, May 14th enjoying “Thurston County Through the Decades: 1850-1875” with your entire extended family.  The day will be filled with educational entertainment and hands-on activities for all to enjoy.  We’ll look forward to seeing you from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Tenino City Park!

Oh!  And you might want to mark your calendar for the October 2nd Cider Sunday event with the Tumwater Middle School Homesteaders when we will be portraying the years 1875 to 1900.

For information on THA membership or other activities, call (360) 943-6951, send an e-mail request to ctobeck@comcast.net or visit THA’s website at www.tumwaterhistoricalassociation.org.
